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The Ole Miss athletics de-
partment and the Student-Ath-
lete Advisory Committte rolled 
out the red carpet – literally – 
to honor its student athletes 
and coaches on Monday night 
at the inaugural Rebels’ Choice 
Awards in the Ford Center. 
ESPN’s Clay Matvick em-
ceed the event that closely 
resembled the World Wide 
Leader’s Espy Awards, which 
honors individual and team 
athletic achievement each year. 
Matvick opened the evening 
with a few jokes before getting 
into the awards portion of the 
show. 
“It was a great event to be a 
part of,” Matvick said. “It was 
very professionally produced. 
It had a big time feel. From the 
very beginning when you ar-
rive you have the red carpet out 
there and people are dressed to 
the nines. 
“People at Ole Miss know 
how to dress anyway. When 
they go to football dresses and 
events, they show respect by 
getting the best stuff out of the 
closet.”
Videos were shown of each 
nominee, and awards were 
handed out by fellow student 
athletes and other Ole Miss 
personalities such as Athletics 
Director Pete Boone and for-
mer ASB President Virginia 
Burke. 
There were several big win-
ners on the evening. Lee 
Moore, a member of the track 
and field team, won both the 
Men’s Community Service 
Event and the Men’s Scholar 
Athlete of the Year Award. 
In February the Ole Miss 
men’s basketball team upset 
eventual Final Four participant 
Kentucky thanks to a buzzer 
biting three by star point guard 
Chris Warren. For that shot, 
Warren received the award for 
Play of the Year and he and his 
teammates claimed the Game 
of the Year award for the vic-
tory. 
“It was the first year doing it, 
SPECIAL OLYMPICS
M A N N I N G  WAY
Area 4 Special Olympics in Track 
and Field, bocce, tennis, croquet, 
and horseshoes are going to be 
held on Wednesday at Manning 
Way Track and Field in Oxford, 
MS.
The Competition will have 400-
600 athletes and 300-400 volun-
teers assisting this event. Everyone 
is invited to attend.
Coordinator for this event is Terri 
Shinall (513-7846). Volunteers for 
the event should contact Ms. Kevs 
Ermine (915-1527).
Wednesday, April 13 from 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. 
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Student athletes honored at Rebels’ Choice Awards
The March 29 resolution to 
end the invocation at the be-
ginning of the Associated Stu-
dent Body senate meetings was 
voted down, but two of the 
senators behind the resolution 
are taking it to judicial coun-
cil.
The debate on the legisla-
tion, Resolution 11.6, is still 
ongoing.
Steven Stewart, a sophomore 
mechanical engineering major, 
said he believes changing from 
an invocation to a moment of 
silence has a good foundation, 
but he did not how the pro-
posed legislation used words 
like “coercion” and “dominance 
of Christian prayer.”
“Part of my issue with the 
way this went about was that 
up until this point, I have not 
seen any steps leading up to, 
‘Hey, I want to introduce this, 
I want to try this’ before going 
straight to, ‘I want to complete-
ly change the conversation and 
say that we have been coerced 
and misrepresented and forced 
to do this,’” said Stewart, who 
is currently serving his second 
semester as a senator.
“No one has volunteered to 
do anything different. We don’t 
have any rules saying that if 
you’re Muslim, and you want 
to do a Muslim invocation, or 
you’re Buddhist, or that if you 
want to volunteer to do the 
invocation and say let’s have 
a moment of silence, that you 
can’t do that. There is no is-
sue with that, and up until this 
point no one has ever tried to 
make a change.”
Stewart said that he thinks 
senators Dan Blazo and Asma 
Al-Sherri, who are leading 
the change, should have ap-
proached it differently. 
“The way you promote diver-
sity is by getting it out there and 
let everyone experience,” Stew-
art said. “You don’t promote 
diversity by saying everyone 
stop what you are doing and do 
the exact same thing every time 
and bottle up the way you do 
things on a personal note.
“So if the goal of this bill is 
to promote diversity, I feel the 
best thing is to not get rid of 
the invocation, something that 
has been done for a long time 
and hasn’t caused any problems. 
Instead, try integrating the way 
that religions are interacting.”
In the case of Lee vs. Weis-
man, the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled in 1992 by a vote of 5-4 
that including a clergy-led 
prayer within the events of 
a public high school gradua-
tion violates the Establishment 
Clause of the First Amend-
ment. On April 5, the ACLU 
filed suit against a Rhode Is-
land high school for a banner 
that is hanging in the school’s 
auditorium that has a Chris-
tian prayer on it. At the Uni-
versity of Alabama, the student 
senate does not open up with 
any kind of prayer or moment 
of silence; instead they call roll 
and get right to business. They 
will hold a moment of silence 
for the death of a student or if 
Invocation issue continues to spark debate
See INVOCATION, PAGE 6
BY JACOB BATTE
The Daily Mississippian
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY ALEX EDWARDS | The Daily Mississippian
ALEX EDWARDS | The Daily Mississippian
Former Ole Miss football player Jerrell Powe accepts the Fan Favorite award at the 
inaugural Rebels’ Choice Awards last night at the Ford Center. Powe is expected to 
be picked in the early rounds of this year’s NFL Draft.
BY PAUL KATOOL
Sports Editor
See AWARDS, PAGE 4
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Voter intimidation is a seri-
ous and heinous crime. 
Anyone attempting such 
a nefarious action should be 
prosecuted to the fullest ex-
tent of the law, and according 
to projectvote.org it carries a 
maximum penalty for convic-
tion of a fine and no more than 
one year in prison. Because of 
such light punishment, voter 
intimidation has not been even 
marginally deterred by federal 
laws.
But a recent article that ran 
in newspapers across the coun-
try raises the question: Just 
what is the definition of voter 
intimidation? 
According to the article, vot-
ers in one Ohio county who 
show their school pride at the 
polls next month will be asked 
to wear a poncho to hide any 
plainly-written logos. School 
colors will be allowed, but no 
names or mascot symbols. Ap-
parently there are several hotly 
contested tax measures on the 
ballot, and the county elec-
tion board wishes to follow a 
state directive against displays 
of “campaign attire or para-
phernalia” at polling places. It 
seems voters in the area are be-
ing asked to approve a hike of 
about $200 a year per taxpayer 
to fund new school buildings. 
Campaigning near a polling 
place is prohibited, and while 
wearing a school shirt isn’t con-
sidered electioneering, the sec-
retary of state’s office views it as 
a local issue; so basically, it’s the 
county’s choice.
If it’s not considered sway-
ing the vote, why is wearing a 
school’s name on your shirt for-
bidden? Isn’t that infringement 
of a person’s civil liberties? 
A spokesperson for the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union of 
Ohio answered that question 
(partly) by saying the courts 
have allowed only narrow re-
strictions on political speech, 
also commenting that officials 
cannot restrict it more than 
necessary to avoid voter intimi-
dation.
There is that phrase again. 
What constitutes voter intimi-
dation? Projectvote.org defines 
it in several ways, including the 
commission or threat of vio-
lence as well as economic voter 
intimidation (where a person’s 
job is threatened due to voting 
a certain way). 
It also includes several in-
stances from the 2008 Presi-
dential race such as police scan-
ning of polling lines for voters 
with outstanding warrants and 
students at Virginia Tech who 
were told if they registered to 
vote in Virginia, it could affect 
their scholarship or tax depen-
dency status and obligate them 
to change their car registration 
and driver’s license to their per-
manent address. 
But nowhere in all those hor-
rible and underhanded cases is 
wearing a school shirt with its 
name or mascot emblazoned on 
it listed. 
Voting is our constitutional 
right, and our way of inform-
ing the government when we 
are pleased or displeased with 
some of the ludicrous candi-
dates and ideas that they come 
up with. By the same token, 
what one might consider ludi-
crous, another may see as the 
best thing since a digitized the-
saurus, hence the reason for the 
first amendment. 
So if we peaceably express our 
freedoms (and one would think 
simply wearing a shirt would 
qualify as a peaceful form of ex-
pression), how can an election 
board mandate a poncho to 
cover up that articulation?
Besides, I don’t do ponchos… 
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Editor,
Commenting on Sarah Hard-
en’s article Voting May Become 
Tougher in Some States. 
Voting will not become 
tougher in some states. 
Students are not going to be 
denied their right to vote, but 
they may be required to vote 
where their official residents 
are. 
OFFICIAL is the key word 
here. If the University consid-
ers you a non-resident of the 
state of Mississippi, then you 
are not officially a resident of 
Oxford. 
If you were included in your 
parent’s response to the census 
as a member of their household 
(the census — the culprit that 
now has our State officials bat-
tling over redistricting.) then 
you officially reside with them. 
If your parents claim you on 
their income taxes, then you 
officially reside with them. 
Pretty simple, actually. 
If it is difficult for you to 
travel home to vote you can 
always vote by absentee ballot. 
Many students take advantage 
of this. 
Currently there are several 
notaries in the Martindale 
building that will be happy to 
notarize these ballots.
Kathleen Henry
Letter to the Editor
Obama and his constituents 
finally reached a budget com-
promise late Friday evening 
and avoided a government 
shutdown, but they’re not quite 
done meddling with money 
yet.
In February, the House of 
Representatives passed the 
Pence Amendment 240-185 
to strip Planned Parenthood 
of all federal funding provided 
by Title X, a program that pro-
vides grants for family planning 
services.
Planned Parenthood has been 
providing health services for al-
most 100 years that range from 
preventative measures such as 
contraception and safe sex edu-
cation to more controversial 
services such as abortions.
On Thursday, they will let the 
Senate vote again. The last time 
this was attempted in 2007, the 
Senate voted a similar amend-
ment down 52-41.
Of the Title X money, Planned 
Parenthood gets about $70 mil-
lion of the $317 million allot-
ted, which is about 25 percent 
of the total.
The members in support of 
the Pence Amendment claim 
that the main objective of 
Planned Parenthood is to pro-
vide abortion services. Sen Jon 
Kyl, R-Ariz., went so far as to 
inform the world that abortion 
services account for 90 percent 
of their services.
It is already illegal to use 
federal funding for abortions, 
which they gladly abide by, 
spending it on the other ser-
vices they provide, such as con-
traceptives, sexually transmit-
ted illness testing and cancer 
screenings and prevention.
Planned Parenthood does not 
measure its annual numbers by 
monetary value but by the num-
ber of services provided. Of the 
11,383,900 services provided in 
2009, 332,278 were abortions.
That’s 3 percent, but you can 
get to 90 from that with a lot 
of multiplication. I understand 
the confusion.
The figures for contraception, 
sexually transmitted infections 
testing and treatment, cancer 
screening and prevention all 
surpass 1 million easily, while 
the abortion figures can’t even 
match half that.
Contraception is the organi-
zation’s most utilized service, 
with 4,009,549 visitors in 
2009, the most recent year data 
was available.
Planned Parenthood is not 
dragging pregnant women to 
their clinics and forcing abor-
tions on them – they walk in 
willingly, looking for guidance. 
Not everyone walking in the 
door is looking for an abortion, 
and not everyone walking out 
has had one.
Planned Parenthood does not 
glorify abortions, nor do they 
recommend them to anyone as 
a first option at any of its 820 
clinics. The sole purpose is to 
help women make guided deci-
sions that is not only in the best 
interest of the patient, but for 
everyone involved.
The loss of Planned Parent-
hood has the potential to be 
more harmful than hurtful.
If you give a mother of five 
the option between spending 
$65 on birth control, the av-
erage amount without insur-
ance, or spending that money 
on groceries for her children, 
the thought wouldn’t cross her 
mind twice to provide her fam-
ily as best as possible.
If a woman has a choice be-
tween losing her life and losing 
her baby, the decision won’t be 
easy, but it’s one that has to be 
made – and it’s one the work-
ers of Planned Parenthood are 
trained to handle and address.
I don’t think many members 
of Congress studied a lot of bi-
ology in college.
Abortions are not illegal in 
this country, and there is no 
reason to bar funding from 
an organization trying to pro-
tect and advocate for women’s 
rights.
On the same day in Febru-
ary that the House passed the 
Pence Amendment, Rep. Jackie 
Speier, D-Calif., got up and 
addressed the members of the 
House on her own experience 
with abortion.
She discussed how her preg-
nancy had gone awry and that 
the procedure was necessary for 
her own safety. Not only did 
she disagree with the removal 
of funds, but the discussion as 
a whole. 
“To think that we are here to-
night debating this issue when 
the American people, if they are 
listening, are scratching their 
heads and wondering what does 
this have to do with me getting 
a job?” Speier said. “What does 
this have to do with reducing 
the deficit? And the answer is 
nothing at all.”
With organizations like 
Planned Parenthood providing 
contraceptives and testing ser-
vices at little to no cost, they 
are helping to keep the women 
of America safe and give us the 
options we deserve.
While budget cuts are neces-
sary to stabilize the economy, 
there is no one department that 
deserves to have all funding 
cut, especially when that de-
partment is a last resort weekly 
for more women than we have 
members of Congress.
Senate to vote on Pence Amendment Thursday
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Do you know of an academic advisor who has
shown outstanding commitment to students? 
THE ACADEMIC ADVISOR NETWORK SEEKS NOMINATIONS FOR 
THE EXCELLENCE IN ACADEMIC ADVISING AWARD
One faculty advisor and one professional academic advisor will receive the award. They 
will represent the University for the National Academic Advising Association’s Outstanding 
Advisor Awards and will be recognized at the 2011 Fall Faculty meeting.
Nomination forms may be picked up in 350 Martindale, the Dean’s offi ce of each school, and 
online at http://www.olemiss.edu/depts/asc/index.html 
Nominations are due by 5 p.m. on April 14, 2011 in 350 Martindale.
Sponsored by the Offi ce of the Provost
DEADLINE: THIS THURSDAY, APRIL 14TH AT 5:00PM
Each spring, members of the 
English department award stu-
dents for outstanding writing in 
fiction and poetry. The contest 
has categories for undergradu-
ates and graduate students.
This year’s winners are Sara 
Parker Morris, Marlena Jarjoura, 
Scott Ray, Travis Blankenship 
and Gary Sheppard.
“The largest award is the Ev-
ans Harrington $1,500 scholar-
ship that is given to the fresh-
man or sophomore who shows 
the most promise in creative 
writing,” English lecturer Blair 
Hobbs said.
Sara Parker Morris won this 
award, which was named for 
Evans Harrington, who chaired 
the English Department from 
1978-1987. This year the judge 
was Gary Short, a poetry teacher 
in the English Department.
Morris, the recipient of the 
Harrington award, is a sopho-
more religion major with an 
English minor. She has been 
writing since she was little.
“Stories and characters would 
pop up in my head, and before I 
could actually write, I’d just let 
my imagination run wild,” Mor-
ris said.
Her winning short story, 
“Eden,” is about how the most 
terrifying monsters are not the 
stuff of fairy tales and horror 
films, but could be sitting right 
next to us.
“(Winning) felt like affirma-
tion of my passion,” Morris said. 
“It thrilled me that the stories I 
write don’t just appeal to me, 
and that I can take people into a 
different world effectively.”
There are two Ella Somervile 
awards which are given to the 
juniors or seniors who demon-
strate the most talent in fiction 
and poetry. Beth Spencer, a po-
etry instructor in the English 
Department, was the judge, and 
she selected Marlena Jarjoura as 
the poetry winner. John Bran-
don, who teaches fiction for the 
English department, selected 
Scott Ray as the fiction winner.
Scott Ray, an English senior, 
said Hemingway is one of his 
inspirations for writing. 
“I always liked reading short 
stories, but I never wrote any-
thing until I was a freshman in 
college,” Ray said. “I read ‘Hills 
Like White Elephants’ by Ernest 
Hemingway, and I had never 
read anything like it. It made me 
want to try writing something of 
my own.”
Marlena Jarjoura, a fourth 
year special education major, 
started writing a journal when 
she was 8 years old. She said her 
mother encouraged her to write 
and writing quickly became a 
creative outlet for her. Her in-
spirations for writing are music 
and life itself; however, she said 
she is unsure if she will write for 
a living.
“I want to live for a living,” 
Jarjoura said. “Who knows how 
I’ll make money. I’m a musi-
cian and lately I’ve been think-
ing about really concentrating 
on that after I graduate. And if 
I make my living playing music 
and singing my songs, I suppose 
I essentially will be writing for a 
living.”
The Bondurant Prize is pre-
sented to the graduate students 
who write the best fiction and 
poetry. Jesmyn Ward, the current 
Grisham Writer-in-Residence, 
chose Gary Sheppard as the 
winner for fiction, and English 
Professor and poet, Ann Fisher-
Wirth, selected Travis Blanken-
ship as the winner for poetry.
Gary Sheppard completed his 
undergraduate degree at Missis-
sippi College and is currently in 
graduate school. He said read-
ing good fiction turned him on 
to writing. Sheppard said he 
did not read any books in high 
school besides The Outsiders; 
however, when he got to college, 
he had a contemporary litera-
ture class and discovered the fun 
in reading, which is when he de-
cided he wanted to write.
“I usually don’t really have an 
idea beforehand,” Sheppard said. 
“Usually it’s like an interesting 
phrase or a sentence that I think 
sounds cool and authoritative 
that people are actually going 
to read, and I just start out with 
that. A broader way of saying it 
is an image.” 
He was previously enrolled 
in a graduate program in writ-
ing and publishing at DePaul 
in Chicago when he decided he 
wanted more interaction with 
other writers. This influenced 
his move to Oxford.
“This is a really great town for 
that,” Sheppard said. “It’s a great 
program with great teachers.”
Sheppard is also working on 
writing a novel.
Blankenship could not be 
reached for comment.
The creative writing contest is 
open to all students and is publi-
cized in the Daily Mississippian, 
on flyers throughout campus, 
the English Department’s web-
site and posts on Ole Miss To-
day.
All majors are welcome to 
enter the contests, except for 
the Bondurant prize, which is 
awarded only to English gradu-
ate students. Interested students 
should contact the English de-
partment at the beginning of 
spring semester when contest 
guidelines and deadline are de-
termined.
“I think the awards are won-
derful encouragement and vali-
dation beyond the classroom,” 
Hobbs said. “The prizes shine 
spotlights on those student writ-
ers who are a major part of Ole 
Miss’s vast and dynamic writing 
community.”
English department awards five 




continued from page 1
Rebels’ Choice Awards Winners
Rookie of the Year
Community Service 
Award
Scholar Athletes of the 
Year
Play of the Year
Hotty Toddy Award
Coach of the Year Award
Game of the Year
Fan Favorite
Most Valuable Rebel
Teams of the Year
Men’s: Ricky Robertson, track 
and fi eld
Women’s: Valencia McFarland, 
basketball
Men’s: Lee Moore, track and 
fi eld
Women’s: Juliana Smith, track 
and fi eld
Men’s: Lee Moore, track and 
fi eld
Women’s: Gabby Rangel, 
tennis
Ole Miss basketball player 
Chris Warren’s game-winning 
three-point shot against Ken-
tucky.
Men’s: Tucker Vorster, tennis
Women’s: Morgan Springer, 
volleyball
Men’s: Billy Chadwick, tennis
Women’s: Joe Getzin, volley-
ball
Ole Miss basketball upsets 
eventual Final Four bound 
Kentucky.
Jerrell Powe, football
Men’s: Barnibus Kirui, track 
and fi eld




GRAPHIC BY EMILY ROLAND | The Daily Mississippian
so it’s good to bring something 
back the first year,” Warren 
said. “I thank everybody for 
attending.”
In between the doling out of 
awards, house band “Deliver-
ance” played a slew of upbeat 
tunes and Jacob Hickman, a 
long snapper on the football 
team, provided the comic re-
lief. Hickman offered both a 
comedy act and a spirited ren-
dition of 80’s band Soft Cell’s 
“Tainted Love” that caused 
more than a few laughs. 
Jamil Northcutt, a former 
Ole Miss football player and 
current Assistant Athletics Di-
rector, helped to head up the 
event.
 Northcutt said the event 
was all about the student ath-
letes, and hopes that the Reb-
els’ Choice Awards will expand 
in the future. 
“Yeah, I think it could be 
a very big event,” Northcutt 
said. “It’s one of those deals 
where it’s the first one so no-
body knows what to expect. 
We wanted to make sure to set 
the bar high.”
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ΣΧ Derby Days 2011
ΑΟΠ     ΔΔΔ     ΔΓ     ΚΑΘ     ΚΔ    
ΚΚΓ     ΦΜ     ΠΒΦ      ΧΩ
Sigma Chi would like to thank the following sororities for their 
outstanding participation in this year’s Derby Days.  In the past 
week, they helped raise over $40,000 and donate an estimated 730 
units of blood.  Without y’all, Derby Days would not be possible. 
Thank you!
Posters with hundreds of ideas on 
how to bring Rebel the Black Bear 
to life still line the walls of senior 
associate athletic director Michael 
Thompson’s office.
Rebel has already made two pub-
lic appearances in hospitals outside 
of Oxford, and the black bear is set 
to be unveiled soon at the Univer-
sity of Mississippi, though Thomp-
son would not release specifics.
Although the University has not 
announced a date yet, Thompson 
said he predicts Rebel will be seen 
on campus within the next few 
weeks. 
Some students and Rebel fans 
are hoping to see the black bear on 
campus for an athletic event in the 
near future, including alumna Al-
yssa Rogers. 
“I’m sad to see Colonel Reb go, 
but I’m looking forward to seeing 
the new mascot too,” Rogers said. 
“Hopefully, one day, we can all love 
him as much as we loved Colonel 
Reb.”
Others, admittedly, are still try-
ing to adjust to the new mascot.
“Well, I’m not very excited about 
the new mascot,” English junior 
Kelsey Craig said. “I didn’t want a 
new mascot, and I certainly didn’t 
vote for a black bear.”
Thompson said he understands 
that the transition will be hard for 
some.
“I accept that the adoption will 
take time for some Ole Miss fans, 
and that’s OK,” Thompson said. “I 
ask that students continue to sup-
port Ole Miss and our teams by 
cheering on our teams, supporting 
our athletes and helping to make 
games unforgettable. Our job, and 
Rebel’s job, is to make games a great 
experience for students and fans.”
Merchandise with the Rebel 
Black Bear is expected to be avail-
able for purchase this summer.
When the initial sketches of the 
three finalists in the new mascot 
selection were developed, students 
as well as faculty and alumni were 
asked to submit their opinions 
about each of the three.
After Rebel the Black Bear was 
chosen as mascot over the Rebel 
Landshark and Hotty Toddy, the 
design was sent to the Media Re-
lations department, which took 
charge in order to develop a mar-
keting strategy for the bear’s first 
appearance.
Thompson and the marketing 
team behind the Rebel the Black 
Bear’s initial unveiling wanted to 
address two important concerns in 
bringing the mascot to the public. 
“Emotionally connecting with 
children and positively impacting 
our communities are the top pri-
orities,” Thompson said. 
So, when the team decided it was 
time for Rebel to make his first ap-
pearance, Thompson said he and 
his crew chose to take the black bear 
where he could leave a positive im-
pression on children, as well as the 
community. The team picked the 
Blair E. Batson Children’s Hospital 
in Jackson, which Thompson said 
met his priorities and welcomed 
Rebel’s debut by allowing him to 
spend time and take pictures with 
patients at the hospital last Tuesday, 
April 5.
On Wednesday, Rebel headed 
to Memphis to spend time with 
patients at Le Bonheur Children’s 




Rebel the Black Bear will soon come out of hibernation
Rebel, the Black Bear made his first appearance at two children’s hospitals last 
week.  Rebel visited Blair E. Batson Hospital for children in Jackson, and Le 
Bonheur Children’s Hospital in Memphis.
COURTESY OF UM ATHLETICS
The Oxford Board of Aldermen 
passed a proposed ordinance last 
week that prohibits the use, pur-
chase, possession, distribution, 
sale or offering for sale of synthetic 
cocaine.
The city’s ordinance is just a 
small addition to what the state 
has already done to combat the 
spread of synthetic drugs. In Au-
gust 2010, Mississippi became one 
of at least 20 states that made the 
selling and possession of known 
synthetic drugs illegal. 
Lafayette County Metro Nar-
cotics Unit Captain Keith Davis 
said users of synthetic drugs have 
been found in the Oxford area 
and on the University of Missis-
sippi campus. 
Since the statewide ban has 
been in place, there have been at 
least three arrests made in Oxford 
for the alleged sale of the banned 
synthetic substances. 
“Anytime we find anything like 
this in the area we treat it as a big 
problem,” Davis said. 
Last year, fake marijuana brands 
labeled as “K2” or “Spice” were top 
sellers in the U.S. This year, some 
synthetic drugs are being passed 
off as bath salts with names such 
as “Purple Wave” and “Bliss.” 
Products such as “Spice” have 
been seen in several tobacco and 
convenience stores around Oxford 
in the past and could be bought 
at cheap prices ranging from $10 
to $28 depending on the amount 
purchased.
Another problem narcotics of-
ficials are facing with synthetic 
drugs is that they have been 
shown to be untraceable in com-
mon drug tests.
According to analysis by the 
American Association of Poison 
Control Centers, at least 2,700 
people nationwide have fallen ill 
due to use of synthetic drugs since 
January, compared with fewer 
than 3,200 cases in all of 2010. 
If the numbers continue to grow 
at the current rate, medical emer-
gencies related to synthetic drugs 
could go up nearly fivefold by the 
end of the year.
“Many of the users describe ex-
treme paranoia,” Dr. Mark Ryan, 
director of the Louisiana Poison 
Center, said in an AP article. “The 
recurring theme is monsters, de-
mons and aliens. A lot of them 
had suicidal thoughts.” 
In January, a Fulton man used 
a hunting knife to slit his face and 
stomach after he experienced hal-
lucinations from taking bath salts. 
“This stuff is dangerous and you 
have no idea what kind of reaction 
your body could have when used, 
so we want to try to go ahead and 
get it off the shelves so people won’t 
even think about trying it,” Mike 
Martin, Oxford Police Chief, said 
in a previous interview. 
BY LUKE TAYLOR
The Daily Mississippian
Oxford slaps ban on synthetic cocaine
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I’m                  in PGclassic
Gift registry now available. Perfect for graduation!
INVOCATION, 
continued from page 1
there is a national tragedy. 
While some of the other sen-
ators have been in favor of the 
idea of separation of church and 
state, Stewart pointed out that 
nowhere in the Constitution 
can you find those words. He 
said that trying to remove reli-
gion from anything is like “re-
moving your arm and leg and 
trying to keep on living.”
“Religion is part of who you 
are. You grow up with it; it 
helps you build your morals,” 
Stewart said. “It’s impossible 
to completely cut out religion 
from what you do.”
Stewart also notes that the 
concept of the invocation is not 
to worship, but to ask a higher 
power for guidance in helping 
the senate make decisions. 
Ryan Cook, a junior Chinese 
major, said he believes that the 
moment of silence is a better 
way to represent the University. 
“At a fundamental level it is 
more inclusive by nature,” Cook 
said. “I don’t think anyone 
would be surprised if the major-
ity of people on this campus are 
Christian. But at the same time, 
offering up a moment of silence 
and not implicitly invoking the 
Christian God, all you are do-
ing is including more people. 
This is a really diverse campus, 
we have students from over 200 
nations here, and how are you 
going to pray to the Christian 
God every week but claim to 
represent everyone?
“As an atheist, I know that I 
would have a hard time listen-
ing to a Christian prayer week 
in and week out, and I have a 
hard time believing that if the 
senate was filled with a bunch 
of people who believed in Hin-
duism, that Christians would 
be OK with a Hindu prayer ev-
ery week.”
In a previous article, Chelsea 
Ratcliff, a theater arts major, 
said that as a Jew it was uncom-
fortable having to stand and lis-
ten to a prayer. 
James Robertson, a junior po-
litical science major, points to 
the Bill of Rights as a reason for 
why he believes that the invoca-
tion should be changed. 
“There has been a lot of talk 
about how majorities rule, and 
how we’re a democracy and the 
majority should determine these 
things,” Robertson, a Southern 
Baptist, said. “And I think that 
completely misunderstands the 
point that the United States is 
a constitutional republic and 
the Bill of Rights is not there 
to protect the majority. The 
minority also needs protection, 
and that’s why the Bill of Rights 
is there. That’s why the Consti-
tution says that there shouldn’t 
be a government-established re-
ligion. And as a public univer-
sity, a prayer of any sort before 
meetings has no place, especial-
ly in the student body.”
Robertson, who likens the 
majorities-rule argument to the 
one for keeping schools seg-
regated back in the Jim Crow 
days, said that everything the 
ASB does is a representation of 
the University.
“There is a reason that the 
University does not have an in-
vocation before football games, 
or before graduation ceremony, 
or any other University-spon-
sored events,” Robertson said. 
“The ASB is an arm of this 
University, and they represent a 
very diverse student body. All of 
them cannot feel comfortable 
with a certain religion.”
Former ASB attorney general 
Brandon Irvine said he has been 
against the change from the 
start, saying that the proposal 
is not being done “in the right 
way, or for the right reasons,” 
comparing senators Blazo and 
Al-Sherri to the peasant at 
the beginning of “Monty Py-
thon and the Holy Grail,” who 
screams, “Help! Help! I’m being 
oppressed!”
“The entire goal of the debate 
in the Senate two weeks ago was 
so that he (Sen. Blazo) would 
have an excuse to take it to 
the judicial council and prob-
ably the courts,” Irvine said. 
“Because he’s a radical, and he 
hates the traditions of America 
more than the Save Colonel 
Reb people say Dan Jones and 
Pete Boone hate the traditions 
of Ole Miss. He’s not being op-
pressed, he just wants people 
to think he is so that he can 
continue his quest for enforced 
equality.”
Irvine acknowledged that 
week after week the invocation 
is a Christian prayer, but said 
that is just a “consequence of 
the membership of the student 
body,” and that it “is no right to 
abolish the invocation.” 
Students are given the oppor-
tunity each week to volunteer 
to do the invocation. The sen-
ate has a sign-up sheet that is 
available to all of the senators. 
Senators are allowed to give 
whatever kind of invocation 
that they please, whether Jew-
ish, Christian, Hindu or a mo-
ment of silence. 
“Both Senators in question 
know this, because Sen. Blazo 
gave the invocation this past 
fall, and instead of offering 
a prayer, read aloud the UM 
Creed,” Irvine said. 
“Secondly, replacing the invo-
cation with a moment of silence 
just doesn’t sit right with me. A 
moment of silence is for hon-
oring victims of tragedies, and 
should be a rare occurrence, re-
served for moments of special 
solemnity, not weekly ‘Oh, you 
can’t pray, so shut up for 30 sec-
onds and reflect.’”
Blazo said that he did get up 
and read the creed aloud, and 
that he also offered a moment 
of silence, for which he said he 
was told was “offensive, inap-
propriate and un-called for.”
Blazo and Al-Sherri said they 
are going to do everything that 
they can to keep the issue going. 
Blazo said that they have sent 
out a lot of emails to groups in-
cluding the Freedom from Reli-
gion Foundation and the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union. 
“I think we have a very good 
chance of getting the invocation 
overturned because we have the 
law on our side,” Blazo said.
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Taylor McGraw was sworn into office as the new ASB president, yesterday by 
outgoing President, Virginia Burke.  McGraw’s goals while in office include the ad-
dition of a smoothie bar, and giving scantrons to students for no charge.




The month of April is associated 
with many things.
It is the month where the spring 
season becomes most evident, the 
month that hosts the Easter holi-
day and to most college students, 
it is the last full month of school 
before the much-anticipated sum-
mer break. 
One thing not often associated 
with the month, however, is STD 
awareness. 
April is National STD Aware-
ness Month and aims to break 
taboos surrounding STDs while 
encouraging social awareness. 
The topic is often avoided. Ev-
eryone knows that it is there, but 
no one wants to talk about it. But 
why?
If we can talk about sex, whom 
we are having sex with and how 
many people we have had sex with, 
then why not talk about the differ-
ent diseases and infections you can 
get if you do not take the right pre-
cautions? 
We are residents of Mississippi 
for at least nine months out of a 
year, so it is good to know where 
we stand as a state on the STD roll 
call. 
According to the Center for Dis-
ease Control, Mississippi is ranked 
number one out of all 50 states in 
reported chlamydia and gonorrhea 
cases.
If this is not shocking enough, 
19 million new STD infections are 
reported every year — half of these 
new cases happening to young 
people between the ages of 15 and 
24.
“As far as students’ knowledge of 
STDs goes, I think they are very 
aware of them,” sophomore me-
chanical engineering major Joseph 
McLaurin said. 
“They just don’t take it into con-
sideration when it comes to the 
safety of their body.”
With all these STDs going 
around, how do we protect our-
selves from becoming another sta-
tistic? 
One way is abstinence, but since 
this option is not seen as practical 
for some people our age, there is an 
even simpler solution.
The letters G.Y.T.: Get Yourself 
Tested.   
G.Y.T. is a national campaign 
created by the CDC, Planned Par-
enthood Federation of America, 
Kaiser Family Foundation and 
MTV to encourage young people 
to get tested for STDs and HIV. 
The campaign was created due 
to the fact that one in every two 
young people will contract a sexu-
ally transmitted disease by the time 
they are 25, most of whom will not 
even know they have it. 
“STDs only happen to promis-
cuous people.”   
“A condom will protect me.” 
”You cannot get an STD from 
anal or oral sex.” 
“I’m not showing any symptoms 
of an STD, so I don’t have one.”  
All of these statements are false. 
STDs do not discriminate 
against gender, race, sexual orien-
tation or how promiscuous you are 
or are not. 
The fact of the matter is anyone, 
anywhere, at anytime can have an 
STD.  
Condoms are not 100 percent 
effective when it comes to the pre-
vention of STDs.  
Yes, they do reduce the likeli-
hood of spreading an STD, but 
condoms only protect the area that 
is covered. Areas not covered by a 
condom can come in contact with 
STDs, and you can pick up or 
spread them through skin-to-skin 
contact. 
Ninety percent of people carry-
ing an STD show no symptoms at 
all.  
In fact, consider yourself lucky 
if you experience abnormal dis-
charge or a burning sensation 
when you pee. You have the plea-
sure of knowing something is not 
quite right “down there.” 
For the other 90 percent of those 
who may be carrying an STD, the 
only way to know for sure is to 
G.Y.T.  
“(Most) students have the per-
ception that they cannot contract 
an STD,” Barbara Collier, director 
of University Health Services at 
UM, said. 
“I believe that everyone should 
be tested (for STDs and HIV), but 
first and foremost, students must 
learn not to put themselves at risk; 
it is not enough to find out that 
you have something. You want to 
keep yourself from getting it.”
Say you have gotten tested and 
discovered that you do have an 
See GYT, PAGE 8
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are NOW Available 
go to the following link to apply: 
http://tinyurl.com/rebelradiostaffapp
Once you have fi lled your app out an interview time 
sheet will be available at the SMC front desk 
April 12th- April 18th
Applications are due by 5pm April 18th








Stay calm because you have just 
performed the hardest and most 
crucial part — getting tested. 
Luckily, many STDs can be 
cured. 
STDs are divided into two catego-
ries: bacterial-based, which include 
chlamydia, gonorrhea and syphi-
lis, and viral-based, which include 
Human Immunodeficiency Virus 
(HIV), herpes, Hepatitis B and 
Human Papillomavirus (HPV). 
Bacterial STDs can be cured eas-
ily through a round of antibiotics, 
but viral STDs are not that easy. 
Viral STDs cannot be cured and 
can stay dormant in the body and 
flare up at anytime. 
Medications can be provided to 
keep these flare-ups under control 
and alleviate some symptoms. 
Another incentive to G.Y.T. is 
that the early detection of STDs 
can prevent serious health compli-
cations later on in life such as pelvic 
inflammatory disease (PID), infer-
tility in both men and women, or 
even death. 
Of course, the greatest satisfac-
tion in being tested is knowing if 
you have an STD or not. 
So, how exactly do you G.Y.T.? 
It’s simple, you just ask.
For some people, asking for help 
can be difficult. 
When you go to your family doc-
tor, your doctor is not going to say 
“Hey, you want to get yourself test-
ed for STDs and HIV today?”  
Most doctors do not perform 
STD tests with your routine physi-
cal unless you actually ask them. 
There are several ways to G.Y.T. if 
you are not exactly keen on people 
probing between your legs. 
A simple cheek swab can be used 
to test for HIV. You can also opt to 
give a blood test or a urine sample, 
which will check for chlamydia, 
gonorrhea and syphilis. 
The best testing though, is a 
physical examination specifically 
for STDs. 
The physical exam for a male 
consists of a urethral swab and for 
a female, a vaginal exam and maybe 
a pap smear. 
There are also plenty of places to 
G.Y.T. 
Your family doctor is probably 
the most obvious choice, but you 
can also get yourself tested at a lo-
cal clinic or at the Student Health 
Center on campus.
All of this information can seem 
overwhelming (and maybe even a 
bit frightening), but it is valuable 
and definitely for your benefit.
“Be responsible and do the right 
thing,” sophomore biology pre-med 
major Ashley Patterson said. 
“If you’re grown enough to have 
sex, you should be grown enough to 
go get tested.”
GYT, 
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Students huddle under the cover of the Lyceum as rain fell yesterday afternoon. It was common to see students running across campus while the approximate 1/3 inch of rain fell during the afternoon hours in the 
Oxford area.




3BR/2BA HOUSE FSBO Eagle Pointe 
subdivision. Well maintained. Secu-
rity system. Email/call for pictures/
more info. 901-305-0296; eaglepointe-
loop160@yahoo.com. 
1BDR/1.5BA TOwnHOUSE- $550/
mO. All Appliances. Available now. 
662-607-2400. Corner of Anderson and 
Anchorage. 
apartment for rent
TiRED OF ROOmmATES? 1BR w/ of-
fice. $495. Or furnished @ $625. 1 mile 
to campus. Newly renovated. (662)234-
1550. www.pinegroveoxford.com 
OAk GROvE ApARTmEnTS 2bdr 
QUIET COMPLEX. Fully applianced. 
Incld full sized w/ d, gas grills, fireplace 
(wood incld), (CABLE & HS internet 
incld). Pets welcome. 662-236-4749 
www.oakgroveoxfordms.com 
1 & 2 BR ApARTmEnTS- On Orange 
Bus Route!! Unfurnished Starting at 
$545 or We Will
Make Moving Easy and Furnish Your 
Apartment for $50/ mo (2BR) or $25/ 
mo (1BR)! Free
Golf and other Amenities! Call The 
Links today at 662-513-4949. 
LARGE 2BDR/2.5BA TOwnHOUSE 
with appliances furnished with W/ D. 
No pet policy. Quiet atmosphere. Year 
lease required. (662)234-0000. 
1,2 AnD 3 BEDROOm ApTS. avail-
able. 1 mile from campus. Cable and 
internet included. Running out of space 
for Fall! Check us out www.liveatlex-
ingtonpointeapts.com or call 662-281-
0402. 
BETwEEn SqUARE AnD cAmpUS 
403 S. 5th. 2bdr 1 bath. Mature stu-
dents only! $840 month 662- 832-0117 
REnTAL cEnTRAL: Available soon 
studio, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 BR apts. and hous-
es near campus/square, reasonable 
prices, hundreds to choose from www.
oxfordmsapartments.com. (662)595-
4165. 
SUBLEASE a 2-bedroom apt. at Lafay-
ette Place for Fall. 575 per month 
(662)392-3024 
House for rent
TAYLOR mEADOwS 2 Bed/2 Bath 
brick houses for rent on Old Taylor 
Road. Starting June, July or August. 
(662)801-8255 or (662)801-3736 
ASpEn RiDGE- 4BD/4.5BA Unfur-
nished. $1700. Aug. 1st. 3BD/2.5BA 
unfurnished. $1425. June 1st. Agents 
welcome. (662)801-2358. 
3BED pET FRiEnDLY
3B/3ba Willow oaks $1050/ mo inc wtr/ 
gbg,3B/2ba Shiloh $950/ mo, Fenc-
es, All Have New paint/ trim/ carpet 
(843)338-1436 or Oxford Rentals on 
Fbook
4BR/2BA Big Back Yard, Close to Cam-
pus, Spacious Rooms. $1400/ Month, 
(662)816-2700 
pET FRiEnDLY
3BR/2BA ($950/mo.) and 2BR/2BA 
($800/mo.) houses available in Shiloh. 
Reserve yours today by calling 
601.573.1172 or 662.871.3354.
4BD/2BA cABin FOR $800/mO. Wa-
ter, sewer, garbage. All appliances. 
Available now. (662)801-2358 
HOUSES FOR REnT 5bed 3bath 
$2,000/ mo
3bed 2bath $1,200/ mo
5bed 3bath $2,750/ mo
1bed 1bath $750/ mo (662)832-8635 
LEASE FELL THROUGH HOUSE 
STILL Available 5 bd/3 ba home Hwy 
7 South; Just outside city limits; 2 Car 
Covered Garage. 3 miles from Cam-
pus; Large covered deck for entertain-
ing; Basement w/ pool table perfect for 
gameroom. TENANTS NEVER PAY 
COVER TO TAYLOR”S PUB. $1700/ 
month Call Jason for details. (662)832-
9933 
wALk TO THE SqUARE
Luxury townhome for rent. Available 
August 1. 3/3.5. All amenities. Females 
only. Graduate students preferred. 662-
513-6487.
pET FRiEnDLY 3 BR/2 BA $1000 a 
mo. College Hill Heights. Deck and 
large fenced yard. Graduate students, 
families or young professionals. Avail 
May 31st. Call 662-202-6609. 
AvAiLABLE JUnE 1 1 Single 1 Bed-
room and several 3 Bedroom houses 
available. (662)234-6736 
BETTER THAn nEw!!
3 BR/2 BA house in Shiloh w/ NEW 
WOOD floors, paint, trim, etc. WD & 
GAS stove. NO Pets! $935 mo. 662-
234-4716/ 662-380-6809
3 BEDROOm/ 2 BATH FOR $725 @ 
STONE COVE- large bedrooms, vault-
ed ceilings, grilling decks, W/D includ-
ed, free lawn care & sewer, quiet area 
only 2 miles from campus. No Pets. 
(662)234-6481 
2 BEDROOm/ 2 BATH wALkinG  DIS-
TANCE TO CAMPUS- large bedrooms, 
walk-in closets, fireplace, W/D included, 
security system. No pets. Avail. Aug. 
$725. (662)832-8711. 
3 BEDROOm/ 3 BATH pATiO HOmES 
ONLY $750- spacious bedrooms, vault-
ed ceilings, W/D included, near UM Golf 
Course only 2.5 miles from campus. No 
Pets. (662)234-6481. 
2 BEDROOm/ 2 BATH OnLY $500- 
very spacious, W/D included, free lawn 
care, quiet area only 2.5 miles from 
campus. No Pets. (662)234-6481. 
BRAnD nEw HOmES @ TAYLOR 
cOvE- 2 bed, 2 bath, vaulted ceilings, 
walk-in closets, tile flooring, security 
system, front porch & patio area, extra 
nice. No Pets. ONE MILE FROM CAM-
PUS- ONLY ONE LEFT FOR AUG! 
$775 (662)832-8711. 
3 BR/2 BA EAGLE pOinTE. All appli-
ances. Large fenced backyard, security 
system. Available June 1. (662)983-
8678 
3BD/3BA & 2BD/2BA with study. 
1200sqft. Nice wooded area, all ap-
pliances included, security system 
and daily trash pick-up. 2 miles from 
campus on College Hill Road. Call 
(662)236-7736 
2 BDR/ 2BA AnD 3 BDR/3 BA on Uni-
versity Avenue. 1 mile from the square. 
Call for an appointment. (662)832-4589 
or (662)236-7736 
LESS THAn 2 miLES TO SqUARE 2 
bedroom 2 bath. Wood floors, Walk in 
closet, all Appliances. front porch, deck 
many extras $750 (662)832-0117 
6 ROOm HOUSE- 7 miles from Ox-
ford. Living room, dining room, kitch-
en, 2 bedrooms/2 bath, 2 car carport. 
Fenced in yard, 2 storage buildings. 
Call (662)234-4066 or (662)816-5599. 
1BR/1BA, 2BR/2BA, 3BR/3BA Hous-
es for Rent. Includes all Full Size Ap-
pliances, Daily Garbage Pick Up, 
Security System, Internet, Expanded 
Basic Cable, Water/ Sewer, as well as 
all maintenance. Call 662-236-7736 or 
662-832-2428. 
111 GARDEn TERRAcE. Close to 
campus. 3BDR/2BA, Den, All appli-
ances, garage, fence. $1200/mo. 
(901)491-1049. 
pET FRiEnDLY 3BR-2.5BA $(1350) 
Soleil large back deck, storage base-
ment, all appliances available July or 
August (703)609-2629 
room for rent
ROOm FOR REnT in Oxford Square 
Townhomes June-July $300/ month, 
water included fully furnished. (662)701-
8543 
Condo for rent
cOnDO FOR REnT 2 BD 1.5BA BEST 
LOCATION -NEWLY REMODELED, 
walk to campus. $350/per bedroom per 
month plus deposit Call 662-816-3955 
2/2.5 AT Autumn Ridge. Furnished. 
Available July 1. (662)841-0197 
REnTAL cEnTRAL: Available Soon 
3BR/3BA, townhouses in Saddle Creek. 
Appliances furnished, tile/hardwood 
floors, reasonable rates (662)595-4165 
www.oxfordmsapartments.com 
2BED/2BATH cOnDO available for 
summer/fall, W/D, Dishwasher, gar-
bage disposal, INTERNET INCLUDED, 
tanning, tennis, fitness, volleyball, walk-
ing track, one mile south of campus, 
$760.00, JUSTIN (662)542-0611 
Weekend rental
GROvE BOwL 2/2 condo next to cam-
pus for rent April 15-17. wood floors/ 
stairs. $450.00 includes 2 tickets to 
friday baseball game. wdburrou@ole-
miss.edu 
misCellaneous
pREGnAncY TEST cEnTER Preg-
nancy Test, Limited Ultrasound, Infor-
mation on Abortion Effects, Parenting, 




iF inTERESTED in pART OR ALL of 
law library call (601)650-4222 
Business
AAA SELF STORAGE
RESERVE NOW!! 2locations: Molly 
Barr and Old Taylor Road. 662-513-
0199 www.myoxfordstorage.com
eduCational
ATTEnD cOLLEGE OnLinE from 
Home. *Medical, *Business, *Parale-
gal, *AlliedHealth. Job placement as-
sistance. Computer available. Financial 
aid if qualified. SCHEV certified. Call 
877-206-5185. www.Centura.us.com 
AiRLinES ARE HiRinG- Train for high 
paying Aviation Career. FAA approved 
program. Financial aid if qualified - Job 
placement assistance. CALL Avia-
tion Institute of Maintenance 866-455-
4317. 
full-time
STiLL LOOkinG FOR SUmmER 
wORk? Make over $2600/mo. this 
summer working with Fast Trac Train-
ing. Locations available are Knoxville, 
Nashville, and Atlanta. For information 
call Jeff at (615) 579-4513 
GRApHic cARTOOn ARTiST for lib-
eral conception art. Call 662-607-5828 
LOOkinG FOR UTiLiTY HAnDS to 
start in the Oil/Gas Industry. Entry level 
positions start at $680-$780 per week. 




No Experience Necessary, Train-





GARDEN-TERRACE to share a fur-
nished 4-Bedroom-3.5bath house. 
Porch/ patio, walk-in-closets, fireplace, 
storage. $350/ month. 662 801 1223
FEmALE ROOmmATE 
wAnTED
To share New 2BR 2BA Condo, quiet at-
mosphere, hardwood floors, new appli-
ances, porch, 10ft ceilings, pet friendly, 
close to campus. $375 & Electric. Pref-
erably Mature Student (580)744-1133
misCellaneous for sale
LARGE mAHOGAnY ROLL-TOp 
DESk. Approx. 130-140 years old. 
$5000. Newly refurbished by Tommy’s 
Antiques. Also, 1901 Player Piano. 




To place your ad in The 
Daily Mississippian 
Classifieds section, visit: 
http://www.thedmonline.
com/classifieds.
The deadline to place, correct 
or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one 
day in advance.  The Daily Mis-
sissippian is published Monday 
through Friday year round, 
when school is in session. 
Classified ads must be 
prepaid.
All major credit cards ac-
cepted.
RATES:
- $ . 25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run 
Additional Features 
(Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text - extra $ . 50 per 
word 
To place your ad online:
www.thedmonline.com/classifieds
The DM reserves the right to 
refuse ads that appear to of-
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NON SEQUITUR                                       BY WILEY
DILBERT                                BY SCOTT ADAMS
DOONESBURY                               BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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that every row, column 
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WEdnEsdAY, ApRIL 13TH, 2011
6:30 p.m.
Service by: youth minister Josh 
Buford. Buford is a scout for the 
Atlanta Braves, a coach for the MS 
Prospects baseball team. He enjoys 
sharing his faith with others. 
1740 Jefferson Avenue








Applications for Summer/Fall 
Staff Positions NOW AVAILABLE!







Summer Positions are subject to change.
From his World Series MVP 
performance in 2004 to his 
lifetime totals of 555 home 
runs and 1,831 RBIs, we’ve 
always known that Manny 
Ramirez could hit. 
Now we’re seeing just how 
well he can run.
In 2009, Jose Canseco, the 
self-proclaimed “Godfather 
of Steroids,” said he was “90 
percent certain” that Manny 
Ramirez was one of the 104 
MLB players who tested posi-
tive for steroids in 2003. 
That year, Ramirez was re-
ported to have violated the 
league’s drug policy and, after 
dropping his appeal, served a 
50-game suspension while with 
the Los Angeles Dodgers.
Just last week sources told 
ESPN.com that Ramirez, now 
with the Tampa Bay Rays, test-
ed positive for a performance-
enhancing drugs during spring 
training and informed the 
league that he would rather 
walk away from baseball than 
serve his mandatory 100-game 
suspension. 
Though I’m still deciding 
whether or not this world — 
a world where Jose Canseco is 
consistently correct — is one 
I’d like to live in, Ramirez has 
his mind made up that his Hall 
of Fame-worthy statistics and a 
couple of tainted drug tests are 
enough of a contribution to 
the game of baseball.
“I’m at ease,” Ramirez told 
ESPNDeportes.com last week. 
“God knows what’s best for 
me; I’m now an officially re-
tired baseball player. I’ll be 
going away on a trip to Spain 
with my old man.”
Ramirez’s jilting of the Tam-
pa Bay organization has been 
anything but a vacation for 
those left behind, however. 
Rays’ vice president Andrew 
Friedman, who signed Ramirez 
to a one year, $2 million con-
tract last offseason told ESPN, 
“We were obviously surprised 
when we found out about it 
and hurt by what transpired. 
We were cautiously optimistic 
that he would be a force for 
us.”
Rays’ manager Joe Mad-
den expressed disappoint-
ment when questioned about 
Ramirez’s retirement by ESPN 
but said Ramirez has the right 
to make up his own mind: “Of 
course you’re disappointed; it’s 
a choice he has to make.”
Other than its statement last 
week (which simply said the 
league had notified Ramirez of 
“an issue” concerning the MLB 
Drug Prevention and Treat-
ment Program and that he 
had decided to retire), Major 
League Baseball said it would 
have no further comment.
Further commentary will be 
left to the fans and sportswrit-
ers who will play the largest 
part in putting athletes in their 
place in history. 
The Baseball Hall of Fame, 
which players are elected to 
either by the Baseball Writers 
Association of America or the 
Veterans Committee, has had 
plenty of time to consider the 
“Steroid Era” and its repercus-
sions in the last decade or so.
The current treatment of 
Mark McGwire by Hall voters 
leads me to believe that players 
tainted by the perception of 
performance-enhancing drug 
use will have a difficult time 
ever making it into Cooper-
stown. Other players such as 
Roger Clemens, 
Barry Bonds and Manny 
Ramirez will share the burden 
of allegedly being involved in 
steroid use and the stigma that 
comes with it.  
The case many make for the 
Hall of Fame revolves around 
statistics and writers blackball-
ing alleged steroid users who 
claim that they simply cannot 
trust their stats. 
They argue further that the 
foundation of sport lies in the 
premise of fair play, and any-
thing or anyone that endangers 
a level playing field should be 
removed immediately.
True, steroids may not help 
your timing or pitch recogni-
tion, but they turn the occa-
sional long out into a long ball 
and work wonders for those 
recovering from injuries or try-
ing to avoid fatigue, and per-
haps elevate a player from be-
ing “very good” to being “Hall 
of Fame-worthy.”
If history is any indication 
(see: McGwire and Pete Rose), 
players who draw the ire of 
baseball fans will not sniff 
Cooperstown anytime soon, if 
ever. 
I’m of the opinion that, if 
you used steroids to help build 
your legacy, it’s only fitting 
that steroids become a large 
part of it.
Reputations are earned, after 
all.




continued from page 12
way to get everything kick 
started.”
It certainly did. 
That summer he also played 
for the winning team in the 
Palmer Cup. The Palmer Cup, 
which is the equivalent of the 
Ryder Cup for college golfers, 
is played in Northern Ireland. 
The Cup pits the top Euro-
pean collegiate players against 
the best from America. 
“We actually beat them on 
their home turf,” Randolph 
said. “It was pretty cool.”
Randolph was chosen for the 
Palmer Cup along with Da-
vid Chung, Scott Langley and 
Russell Henley, who are ranked 
second, third and fourth re-
spectively in the nation, ac-
cording to Amateurgolf.com.
Randolph said that he was 
paired at the Palmer Cup 
with another player from the 
States. 
He teamed up with David 
Chung, who played in the 
Masters this past week. 
Randolph has been busy 
since then. 
In fall 2010, Randolph had 
four top-20 finishes, two top-
10 finishes, one top-5 finish 
and was ranked No. 4 in the 
Southeastern Conference. 
“I had a really good season,” 
Randolph said. “Week in, 
week out you have to play re-
ally good to win. I knew that 
coming into this season, and 
I’ve just been working trying 
to step up to the next level.”
This season Randolph has 
played consistently, as he has 
led the Rebels in every event he 
has played in. Just last week he 
finished fifth in his last home 
tournament. 
Randolph is a First Team All-
SEC selection and was named 
First Team All-American, the 
ninth in the history of the Ole 
Miss program. 
His academic record is just 
as stellar as his golf record. 
Randolph made the SEC Aca-
demic Honor Roll, UMAA 
Honor Roll and the Dean’s 
Honor Roll. 
Even with his success, Ran-
dolph still believes there’s work 
to be done. 
“There’s a lot of golf left,” 
Randolph said. 
“I’m going out with the full 
intention of carrying my mo-
mentum and getting a win. I’m 
not going out there to have a 
fun last couple of tourna-
ments.”
The SEC tournament begins 
this weekend and Randolph 
said he feels good about the 
Rebels’ chances. 
“We finished second last year 
at SEC,” Randolph said. 
“We’ve got big shoes to fill, 
and I want a ring before I get 
out of here.”
get your morning fix
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2 FOR 1 DOMESTICS & WELLS
LIVE MUSIC
1/2 PRICE STEAKS AT 5PM
$3.00 WELLS AFTER 9PM
Head coach Andy Kennedy 
strengthened his Ole Miss bas-
ketball program Monday by 
adding a new staff member, pro-
moting another and signing a 
familiar player.
It was announced today that 
former Middle Tennessee assis-
tant coach Al Pinkins has accept-
ed that same post for the Rebels, 
while Bill Armstrong has been 
elevated from Ole Miss’ coordi-
nator of operations to assistant 
coach. In addition, former Rebel 
forward Murphy Holloway has 
transferred back to Ole Miss af-
ter a year at South Carolina.
Considered one of the ris-
ing coaches in the profession, 
Pinkins comes to Oxford af-
ter eight seasons with the Blue 
Raiders. He was involved in all 
aspects of the MTSU program, 
particularly recruiting through-
out the South and developing 
the post players.
Pinkins was instrumental in 
the development of two-time, 
first-team, All-Sun Belt Confer-
ence forward Desmond Yates, 
who reached the 1,000-point 
club as a junior. Pinkins also 
helped develop 6-foot-10 cen-
ter Theryn Hudson into one 
of Middle Tennessee’s all-time 
leaders in field goal percent-
age and tops in the Sun Belt in 
2007-08.
A former player at N.C. State 
(1994-97), Pinkins has helped 
shape the Blue Raiders’ recent 
success in recruiting. He played 
a key role in landing a 2007 
signing class rated No. 1 in the 
Sun Belt and No. 48 nationally 
by HoopScoop. The class also 
was rated the 13th-best among 
mid-majors nationally by Rivals.
com.
“We are excited to announce 
that Al has joined our staff,” 
Kennedy said. “After working 
with (head coach) Kermit Da-
vis at MTSU for the past eight 
seasons, he comes highly recom-
mended. From recruiting to the 
development of our post players, 
Al will be an immediate asset to 
our program.”
Armstrong returns to the 
bench after successfully serving 
as coordinator of operations for 
Kennedy’s first five years at Ole 
Miss, which included two SEC 
Western Division titles and a 
pair of NIT Final Four berths.
Before his arrival in Oxford, 
Armstrong spent three years as 
an assistant coach at Birming-
ham-Southern. In his first season 
with the Panthers in 2003-04 — 
BSC’s first season of full NCAA 
eligibility — Armstrong helped 
the team to a 20-7 record and a 
12-4 mark in conference play, 
earning a share of the Big South 
regular-season championship. 
Birmingham-Southern posted a 
19-9 finish in his final year.
A four-year lettermen (1998-
2001) and graduate assistant 
(2001-02) at UAB, Armstrong 
earned his first full-time coach-
ing position as an assistant at 
Chipola Junior College in Mari-
anna, Fla. He helped lead the 
Indians to a 23-9 record and a 
second-place finish in the Pan-
handle Conference in 2002-03.
“I have known Bill for over 20 
years and have seen his contin-
ued development as a coach,” 
said Kennedy. “As our opera-
tions director over the past five 
seasons, Bill has been my right-
hand man. He deserves this op-
portunity.”
Holloway is back in the red 
and blue after spending the 
2010-11 season closer to his 
family in South Carolina. As a 
transfer, he sat out the year for 
the Gamecocks and redshirted.
Holloway started 30 of 34 
games for the Rebels in his soph-
omore campaign in 2009-10, av-
eraging 10.1 points and a team-
high 7.6 rebounds per contest. 
The 6-foot-7, 230-pound native 
of Irmo, S.C., ranked fifth in the 
SEC in rebounding and eighth 
in steals (1.5/game). He finished 
sixth among league players with 
eight double-doubles.
In two seasons at Ole Miss, 
Holloway amassed 606 career 
points, 464 rebounds, 86 steals 
and 33 blocks. He played in 65 
games with 47 starts.
“When Murph informed me 
of his need to go home and take 
care of his personal responsibili-
ties last year, I supported his de-
cision,” Kennedy said. “When 
he then asked me to come back 
and join our program after his 
family situation had improved, I 
welcomed him back with open 
arms. We look forward to seeing 
him back in an Ole Miss uni-
form.”
Pinkston and Armstrong fill 
coaching positions left vacant by 
Michael White, who was named 
head coach at Louisiana Tech, 
and Torrey Ward, who is pursu-
ing other coaching opportuni-
ties.
Pinkins, Holloway to join Ole Miss basketball 
program, Armstrong promoted
OLE MISS SPORTS INFORMATION
See PRO, PAGE 11
Randolph to soon realize 
dream of going pro 
Ever since his days in junior 
golf, Ole Miss Rebel Jonathan 
Randolph has dreamed of play-
ing in the pros. 
Randolph will soon reach 
that goal. 
The senior financial business 
major has been playing golf at 
Ole Miss for four years, and 
this fall Randolph plans on go-
ing pro.
The Brandon native has had 
a nice run during his career 
at Ole Miss, but things really 
began to pick up for him last 
summer when he finished sec-
ond in the Mississippi State 
Amateur Tournament. 
“That was a lot of fun,” Ran-
dolph said. 
“That was at the beginning 
of the summer; it was a good 
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